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made acquainted with a case of diphtheritic sore-throat, or
.even with one which he suspects to be diphtheritic, he should
at once give an injection of from 10 to 20 cubic centimetres
of anti-diphtheritic serum. This should be done before any
attempt is made to verify the diagnosis by taking swabs
from the throat and sending them for culture experiments.
"Even children who have only come into contact with a case
of diphtheria should be injected. Broncho-pneumonia, one
of the chief causes of death in diphtheria, can be made much
milder by strict attention being paid to antiseptic precau-
tions with a view to prevent secondary infections.

Oct. 13th. 
_________________

SWITZERLAND.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Tubercuclosis in Switzerland.
THE Swiss Society for Statistics held a meeting at

Lucerne on Sept. 29th and 30th, which was well attended
by members of the society and deputies of various official
departments. A number of medical men were attracted by
the fact that tuberculosis formed the special subject of dis-
cussion. Professor Wyss (Zurich) recommended a thorough
investigation in country districts, as tuberculosis was on

the increase, or at least stationary, in the country, whilst it
had happily diminished in the larger towns. The average
number of deaths from this disease for 20 years amounted
to 7352, or about 12 per cent. of all deaths. England,
Scotland, Norway, Belgium, Italy, and Holland showed
better results, whereas Germany, Sweden, Austria-Hungary,
and especially Russia had much higher rates of mortality.
Dr. K&auml;ppeli said that the present methods of combating this
dire disease had proved inadequate and only reached a small
percentage of the population. He strenuously argued that
the etiology of the disease must be the basis of a more
efficacious treatment. This inferred combined efforts for
better statistical reports. Dr. Hiirlimann pleaded that
medical men should unite to promote exact statistics,
although Switzerland was so far much ahead of other
countries as regarded proper medical reports with regard
to the cause of mortality. A form of notification which
invited the practitioner to answer some 250 questions (sic)
with regard to each patient should be sent to each
medical man to fill in. It was, however, considered
desirable that these questions should be simplified and
that the State should provide funds to remunerate the
medical men who undertook all the extra work.

The Etiology of Peritonitis.
Dr. de Quervain of Chaux-de-Fonds reviews 62 cases of

peritonitis due to pneumococci and reports at length on two
cases under his own care. In one of his cases the appendix
was to be blamed as on removing it five months after laparo-
tomy had been performed to evacuate a large collection of
pus in the abdomen the appendix, though apparently sound,
contained pneumococci. Such cases of peritonitis are often
proved to be secondary, the primary seat of infection being
the fauces, the lungs, the pleura, the female genital organs,
and very often the appendix. It is extremely doubtful
whether a primary infection of the peritoneum exists at

all, though French surgeons support this theory and indeed
classify it under a distinct clinical form. Dr. de Quervain
pleads for the removal of the appendix in all cases of perito-
nitis where the abscess is situated in the proximity of this
organ.

Operation.for Cirrhosis of the Liver.
Professor Lanz of Bern, who has been appointed as Pro-

fessor at the University of Amsterdam, reports on the
’results of operation in cases of cirrhosis of the liver.
Drummond in England and Talma in Utrecht almost
simultaneously originated this operation for the relief of
patients suffering from impeded circulation in the liver.
The operation, which has been performed about 60 times
with 40 per cent. of good results, consists in performing
laparotomy and suturing the omentum to the abdo-
minal wall either extra.-peritoneally or intra-peritoneally.
Professor Lanz adduces two cases recently operated on.

The first refers to a woman, aged 54 years, who had been
tapped three times. Each time from two and a half to five
gallons of fluid had been evacuated, but in a week the
abdomen was generally as distended as ever. The patient
seemed in a very precarious state and anaesthetisation had to
be conducted with every possible precaution. The operation

was performed on March 20th with the best results, so

that the patient was discharged after three weeks. There
was no return of ascites and in June the medical attendant
reported that she felt quite well and considered herself
cured. In a second case the patient was greatly relieved
though fluid had again collected in the abdomen. It thus
seems that the practitioner can with advantage recommend
palliative operation.

Ziirich, Oct. 6th.

ROME.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

2’tee Fourth International Congress of Obstetrics and
Gyn&oelig;cology.

UNDER the patronage of the King of Italy, who, however,
was unable to attend in person, and under the presidency of
the Minister of Public Instruction, Signor Nasi, the Fourth
International Congress of Obstetrics and Gynaecology was
inaugurated at Rome on Sept. 15th in the large hall of the
Palace of the Curators on the Capitoline Hill. Signor Nasi’s
presidential address, with which the meeting opened and
which began with a kindly message of welcome from the
King, was partly devoted to a eulogy of the late Professor
Porro and the late Professor Virchow and concluded with
an appeal for the establishment of maternity hospitals
throughout Italy, which at present is behind most other
countries in providing such institutions and where so

much might thus be done to alleviate the sufferings of
motherhood amongst the poorer classes of the people.
Signor Palomba, acting syndic of Rome, welcomed the
members in the name of the municipality, while Com-
mendatore Pasquali, professor of obstetrics in the Uni-

versity of Rome, bade them welcome on behalf of the
organising committee. A long series of speeches from the
representatives of the various nationalities taking part in
the congress followed, the speahers succeeding one another
in the alphabetical order of heir respective countries.
Austria was represented by Chrobak, Belgium by Hennotay,
Bulgaria by Slartcheff, France by Pinard, Germany by
Hofmeyer, Greece by Balanos, England by Simpson, Holland
by Veit, Roumania by Jonnesco, Russia by Rein. Spain by
De Castillos de Pineyro, and the United States of America
by Engelmann. Each spoke in his own tongue except
the Roumanian and Spanish representatives who made
fluent use of Italian. The honorary presidents of
the sections were then chosen, those selected for England
being Simpson, Macnaughton Jones, Horrocks, Purefoy, and
Sinclair, while Mann, Engelmann, Kelly, Jewitt, Hirst,
Cullen, and Wakefield were nominated for the United States.
The attendance of members, over 300, considerably exceeded
that of the three previous congresses ; several lady doctors
were among them and many of the members were accom-
panied by their wives and daughters. The important work
of the Congress terminated on Sept. 18th, the three remaining
days being devoted chiefly to excursions. Four principal
themes had been selected for debate, the leaders being as
far as possible recognised authorities upon the subjects
treated and of different nationalities. Thus, on the 16th
Hirst of Philadelphia, Hofmeyer of Wurzburg, Pinard of
Paris, Rein of St. Petersburg, Schauta of Vienna, and

Simpson of Edinburgh had undertaken to bring forward
the question of the Medical Indications for the Inter-

ruption of Pregnancy. On the same day Hyster-
ectomy in the Treatment of Puerperal Infection formed
the subject of debate, the leaders being Fehling of

Strasburg, Leopold of Dresden, Treub of Amsterdam, and
Tuffier of Paris. On the 17th Aman of Monaco, Faure of
Paris, Martin of Greifswald, and Veit of Leyden discussed
Tuberculosis of the Genital Organs. Finally, on the
18th, the Surgical Treatment of Cancer of the Uterus was
the theme introduced by Cullen of Baltimore, Freund of
Berlin, Jonnesco of Bucharest, Pozzi of Paris, and Wertheim
of Vienna for consideration by the congress. The mere
enumeration of these distinguished names will serve to indi-
cate the truly international character of this meeting and to
stamp the high standard of the scientific work which it has
accomplished. It will be noted that there were no Italians

amongst those charged with the task of opening the debates
on the four principal themes, the organising committee

having courteously assigned the leading roles exclusively to
foreigners, but many distinguished Italian gyn&aelig;cologists


